
 

 

The course fee covers all SCUBA 
and Science equipment (except 
mask, fins and snorkel) and instructional 
materials which include textbook, work-
book, dive log, dive tables and slates. For 
SCUBA III, the course fee also includes 
American Red Cross Lifeguard certifica-
tion. Campers will receive their materi-
als before the first class meeting. If space 
allows, campers not enrolled in SCUBA 
III who are 15 years and older may be 
able to participate in Lifeguard Training.  
The course fee is $100.00. 

SCUBA Overview 

Registration/Cost 

Special Note:  SCUBA enrollment 
is limited.  Places are reserved on a 
first come, first served basis  accord-
ing to the receipt date of these re-
quired forms and payment. Each 
class group is limited to six to twelve 
campers.  
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Inside this Section: 

Seacamp’s SCUBA program objective is 
to provide students with a valuable tool 
with which to study the marine 
environment. The SCUBA courses 
include Snorkeling and SCUBA I, II, III, 
and IV. We have recently added an 
advanced SCUBA V class for campers 
who have participated in all of our 
current SCUBA programs. Each phase is 
designed to gradually increase student 
skills and knowledge in the use of    
SCUBA for marine research. 

Open water SCUBA dives are conducted 
from 26-foot platform boats in the waters 
around Big Pine Key. The certification 
courses (SCUBA I and III) are taught by 
nationally certified SCUBA instructors. 

SCUBA II, IV, and V courses have a 
Science Instructor and certified 
SCUBA Instructor or Divemaster.  
Depending on class size, SCUBA 
courses may also be assisted by 
SCUBA certified Seacamp staff that 
have participated in a pre-camp 
diving leadership workshop, 
including a Rescue Diver 
certification. Snorkeling courses are 
taught by either a Skin Diving 
Instructor or a certified SCUBA 
Instructor. 

The advanced SCUBA classes (III, 
IV, and V) have a minimum 
enrollment and we may not offer if 
there is not enough interest for each 
session.  

     2026 Session Dates 

Two week sessions 

1st Session   

June 25-July 9 

2nd Session  

July 12-July 26 

 

SCUBA Programs are not 

offered during 1 week       

sessions. 
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Seacamp maintains a diving locker with a large 

inventory of equipment (tanks, regulators with 

pressure gauge/depth gauge/compass/dedicated octo, 

and buoyancy compensators) for all students 

enrolled in these courses. There is also a 

considerable inventory of support equipment 

including compressor with bank tanks, weight belts, 

rescue equipment, oxygen, AED, etc.  Audio-visual 

programs are available to instructors for lecture 

sessions and a reference library is available to staff 

and students for study and special projects. 

All campers are required to have their own mask, 

fins, and snorkel. Personal SCUBA gear may be 

used if it is in good condition; however, there is no 

reduction in the fee. The camp will not be 

responsible for loss of or damage to personal 

equipment. No SCUBA equipment (personal or 

otherwise) may be used by campers except in the 

SCUBA courses described. 

Equipment 

In the event of a Dive Accident you will be responsible for all professional 

care and transportation costs. If your camper is participating in SCUBA, 

D.A.N. has several  dive insurance options. D.A.N., based at Duke 

University, Durham, NC, is a national screening house and medical 

information center for Divers.  Their flyer is included with this mailing.  You 

can find additional information on their website at www.dan.org.  
 

We require all campers participating in our SCUBA program to 

carry dive insurance coverage. You must purchase a D.A.N. 

membership in order to purchase the dive insurance; membership 

alone does not provide insurance.   

 
 

Please use the following referral link for your purchases: 
 

https://apps.dan.org/join-dan/?rc=030046 

 

Dive Insurance 

If you have your own SCUBA gear, it must be 

approved for use by Seacamp before you bring it. 

In order to review your SCUBA equipment prior 

to camp, please email us a picture of each piece. 

These requirements are in place to standardize 

equipment and improve safety when diving in 

groups. If you are going to purchase SCUBA gear 

before attending, please reach out to us prior to 

purchasing.   

Minimum SCUBA Gear Requirements: 

 Regulator must have a pressure gauge and 

depth gauge. If you use a wireless pressure 

transmitter, you still need an analog 

pressure gauge as a backup. 

 Analog compass attached to regulator or 

clipped to BC. 

 Regulator must have a dedicated octopus 

that is not part of your BC. 

 While at camp you will be required to use a 

weight belt and not integrated BC weights. 

There are four membership levels you can choose from - Regular ($40 for an individual or $60 for family) or 

Enhanced ($75 for individual or $100 for family).  Seacamp does not have a preference for the membership 

category you choose.  

The state you live in, membership category, and dive insurance coverage limits will determine the premium 

for your insurance coverage.  Prices are around $40-50 for the lowest coverage and $110-180 for the 

highest.  The coverage is valid for one year.  There are three levels of dive insurance coverage to choose 

from, and Seacamp recommends a minimum of the Preferred Insurance Plan. The least expensive 

Master plan has a lifetime coverage limit, while the higher plans do not.  

https://apps.dan.org/join-dan/?rc=030046
https://apps.dan.org/join-dan/?rc=030046
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Snorkeling and SCUBA Courses 
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Each camper, whether or not a certified diver, must pass a water skills test.  Students 
who do not pass the appropriate test(s) as indicated below cannot participate in the 
course. The Seacamp Swim Test includes swimming 250 yards at the surface without 
mask, fins or snorkel.  
 Basic SCUBA I candidate must pass the Seacamp Swim Test. 
 SCUBA II, III, IV, V candidates must pass the Seacamp Swim Test and a snorkeling skills test. 

 

Summary of Seacamp SCUBA Courses 

*Campers at least 12 years old and already certified will be given a skills test to determine eligibility. 

** See SCUBA III course section for specific guidelines on types of dives required.  Lifeguarding and CPR must be 

taken simultaneously with SCUBA III unless the camper has a current Lifeguard/CPR certification.  

  

Please remember that not all campers participate in SCUBA.  If a camper chooses not to participate 
or is not eligible to participate this does not diminish the Seacamp experience.  The local waters are 
beautiful and can be experienced through our snorkeling-based marine science courses. 

Snorkeling 

This course is required for all campers who wish to become certified in SCUBA I. The camper 
receives formal training in the skills of skin diving/snorkeling, which are the basis to becoming a 
successful SCUBA diver. Snorkeling skills must be excellent to conduct effective in-water 
observations of marine organisms and marine research.  The classes are structured and progress 
along with the content of the Basic SCUBA training.  

SCUBA Courses 

Seacamp offers a variety of SCUBA courses including Open Water and Advanced Open Water 

SCUBA diver.  Students must be at least 12 years old for SCUBA I. This course (unlike most dive 

shops) is especially geared to teenagers. Campers who are at least 12 years old and already certified 

are given a skills test to determine eligibility for a SCUBA II class (see SCUBA II prerequisite 

information on page 10 of this section).  Sometimes an instructor may recommend that a beginning 

diver go through the basic certification course again. If this is recommended, the camper would 

participate in the SCUBA I course. Campers interested in any of our other SCUBA courses (SCUBA 

II, III, IV, V) must present a nationally recognized Open Water SCUBA certification card, current 

diving log, and a D.A.N. Membership and Dive Accident Insurance card at registration.  For the 

SCUBA III, IV, and V advanced courses, campers must be 15 years old.  

SCUBA 

LEVEL 

MIN. 

AGE 

APPROX. 

# HRS. 

OPEN      

WATER 

TRAINING 
PREREQUISITES 

I 12 50+ 5 Dives Strong Swimmer (must pass Seacamp Swim Test) 

II 13* 20+ 5-7 Dives Basic Open Water SCUBA Certification 

III 15 40+ 5-8 Dives SCUBA I&II, or a total of 12 varied, logged dives, lifeguard** 

IV, V 15 30+ 5-7 Dives 
Two SCUBA II's or SCUBA III, or 16 logged dives. 
(Must also pass a skin and SCUBA check-out dive.) 
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SCUBA I - Open Water Diver Certification 

This course provides the basic knowledge and skills necessary for the use of SCUBA. Certification in 

SCUBA   provides a necessary tool for oceanographic studies and collection of scientific data.  The course 

is open to campers 12 years and older wishing to receive a NAUI Open Water SCUBA Diver Certification. 

Participants are required to take snorkeling concurrent with SCUBA I. 

Prerequisites:  The camper must be a strong swimmer. The Seacamp Swim Test, given prior to 

participation, must be passed to the examiner's satisfaction before acceptance into the course. Also the 

forms and documentation required for SCUBA must be completed and returned to Seacamp.   

Required Course Materials: A text book, workbook, log book, NAUI dive tables and slate are required. 

These materials are provided.  

SCUBA Diving Insurance:  We require all campers participating in our SCUBA program to carry 

additional dive insurance coverage. See Equipment/Insurance section for additional information.  

Schedule: Participation in SCUBA I is a significant time commitment for the camper. The course 

involves over 50 hours of instruction and training over a 13-day period. One 3-hour period each day 

involves a lecture concerning course material or a water skills development session. In addition, the 

snorkeling class meets 1 1/2 hours every other day. This schedule permits a camper one time block to take 

a marine science class. 

The course is a combination of lecture material, SCUBA water skills development, and open water  Skin 

and SCUBA Diving training. 

 Dive planning and safety, including the use of dive tables                                                                  

 Physics, physiology, and medical aspects as they relate to a diver’s performance in the water 

 Purpose, features, types, and use of snorkel and SCUBA equipment 

 Rescue and first aid as it applies to diving 

 Physical and biological aspects of the marine 
environment 

 Basic snorkel and SCUBA skills (effective 
equipment use and training to handle 
emergency situations, etc.) 

 Open water training with proper use of 
equipment 

 

Open Water Training: Boat trips are required 

on the last 4 days of the course when open water 

training is conducted.  Dives are conducted in 15 

to 55 ft. of water.  There are a maximum of 

twelve (12) students per class.  A certified 

SCUBA Instructor supervises the entire dive.  In addition, there will be one Rescue Diver certified Staff 

Assistant for every two students. 

Certification:  After successful completion of both a written and water test, four open water scuba dives, 

and one open water skin dive (snorkeling), participants will receive NAUI Certification as follows: 

      Junior Open Water SCUBA Diver certification - 12 to 14 years 

      Open Water SCUBA Diver certification - 15 years or older 

The course, materials, and requirements are identical for these two certifications.  The difference is in the 

age of the diver and the requirement that a Junior SCUBA Diver may dive only under the direct 

supervision of an authorized adult SCUBA Diver.  Upon reaching the age of 15, a Junior Diver may 

request from NAUI to convert the conditional Junior SCUBA Diver certification to a SCUBA Diver 

certification. 

MON         WED         FRI TUES      THURS     SAT 

SCUBA I                         

LECTURE SESSION 
MARINE SCIENCE 

SAMPLE SCHEDULE FOR SCUBA I PARTICIPANTS 

LUNCH/REST PERIOD 

WINDSURFING                       

(1 1/2 HOURS) 

SNORKELING 

SCUBA I  

WATER SESSION 

9:00am 

TO     

12:05pm 

Noon-2pm 

2:15pm    

TO       

5:20pm 



 

 

SCUBA II - Marine Investigations 
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SCUBA II is designed for students who are already Open Water SCUBA certified.  
The course consists of different types of open water dives involving scientific data 
collection and marine life studies.  It will provide the student with: 

 Development of observational abilities 

 Training in the collection of scientific data 

 Experience in ocean diving 

 Further development and refinement of diving skills 

 

Prerequisites:  The camper must pass the Seacamp Swim Test and skin diving 
skills check-out prior to registration to ascertain the student’s basic knowledge of 
SCUBA. At the start of the class, the first dive is a SCUBA skills review and 
evaluation to assure that students will perform safely.  Students who do not 
successfully meet these requirements to the satisfaction of the Instructor will not be 
allowed to participate. As an alternative, they may be transferred to a SCUBA I 
course (on a space available basis) to strengthen skills, or they may take a skin 
diving course with a full refund of the SCUBA fee, provided the transfer is prior to 
the 2nd class meeting. Refunds for transfers after the 2nd class are prorated.     

Required Course Materials:  A log book, dive table and slate are required.  
Campers must bring their log books and certification card(s) to camp with them. 
Campers that do not bring their certification cards and log books with them will not 
be allowed to take SCUBA until proof of experience is provided. NAUI dive tables, 
slates, and log books are available for purchase at our Ship’s Store. 

SCUBA Diving Insurance:  We require all campers participating in our SCUBA 

program to carry additional dive insurance coverage. See Equipment/Insurance 

section for additional information.  
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Marine Investigations Potential Courses (SCUBA II) 

ANIMAL BEHAVIOR 

Introduces the basic diver to a variety of behaviors 
which marine animals exhibit, i.e. feeding habits,       
defenses, protection, symbiosis, etc. 

REEF FISH ECOLOGY 

Investigates the various aspects of fish ecology, 
i.e. identification, fin structure, coloration, 
swimming styles, etc. 

MARINE INVERTEBRATES 

Study of marine animals without a backbone        
including behavioral and structural adaptations. 

MARINE RESEARCH  TECHNIQUES 

Teaches the use of various research techniques used by marine scientists, i.e. mapping, 
transecting, collection of specimens, lifting, etc.  Methodologies utilized follow the 
Atlantic and Gulf Rapid Reef  Assessment (AGRRA) protocol. 

REEF RUBBISH RECYCLING 

Investigates underwater pollution problems, ma-
rine recycling and man made habitats for animals.      
Contributes to an ongoing census of the various 
forms of marine debris and its effects on the flora 
and fauna in waters surrounding the Florida Keys. 

CORAL REEF ECOLOGY 

Introduces the diver to coral distribution, 
zonation, biology and identification,  in 
addition, students will explore the plants 
and animals that interact with this 
spectacularly diverse community. 
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SCUBA III offers continued training in the collection of scientific data (visual, census techniques) and training in advanced 

SCUBA skills.  For campers to be able to plan and conduct underwater research effectively, certain advanced SCUBA skills 

and diver training are necessary.  Methodologies utilized follow the Atlantic and Gulf Rapid Reef Assessment (AGRRA) 

protocol.  This is over and above what is learned in SCUBA I or SCUBA II. 

 

Prerequisites:  This course is open to campers 15 years and older who have satisfactorily completed a SCUBA I and II 

course or who have 12 varied, logged dives.  First time Seacamp campers may only enter this course by presenting a SCUBA 

certification card and a log of at least 12 environmentally varied open water dives.  Examples may include the following types 

of dives prior to entering this course:  a limited visibility or night dive, a deep dive, and a navigation dive. All campers must 

have either a current Red Cross Lifeguarding certification or must be willing to concurrently take a Red Cross Lifeguarding 

course (which includes First Aid and CPR) while at camp.  Campers must pass the Seacamp Swim Test and a snorkel and 

SCUBA checkout to the satisfaction of the instructor.  All   prerequisite dives must be verified with the SCUBA Director prior 

to camp.  There must be a minimum of four students enrolled before this class will be offered.  Preference will be given to 

previous campers who have completed SCUBA II. 

 

Required Course Materials:  A text book, workbook, log book, NAUI dive tables, certification card, and slate are required.  

Campers that do not bring their certification cards and log books with them will not be allowed to take SCUBA until proof of 

experience is provided.  Text book, workbook, and  other required materials are provided. 

 

SCUBA Diving Insurance:  We require all campers participating in our SCUBA program to carry additional dive insurance 

coverage. See Equipment/Insurance section for additional information.  

Schedule:  Participation in SCUBA III is a significant time commitment for the campers. One 3-hour period each day 

involves a lecture of course material or a training dive.  In addition campers must simultaneously take a Lifeguarding course 

unless the camper has a current Lifeguarding/CPR certification. This schedule permits a camper one time block to take a 

marine science class. 

Course Training:  The advanced training may include the following areas: 

 Underwater Navigation:  Provides the diver with the skills needed to use a compass and natural aids for orientation in 

order to:  establish relative position, swim in prescribed directions for set distances, and find locations while submerged 

and at the  surface. 

 Limited Visibility Diving:  Prepares the diver to function safely and effectively in limited visibility (i.e. murky water) 

or at night.  The problems, techniques, skill levels, hazards and safety procedures are covered. 

 Search and Recovery:  Provides the diver with the information and training needed to select an appropriate search 

pattern and method for a given area and then  perform a search using the proper techniques.  The problems, methods, 

procedures, and equipment are covered. 

 Light Salvage:  Prepares the diver to recover intermediate-sized objects with limited or basic equipment. The theory, 

problems, hazards, methods, gear, rigging, calculations, and principles are covered. 

 Diving Environment:  Provides the diver with a better understanding and appreciation of both the physical and 

biological aspects of the environment that affect the diver.  Coverage includes plant and animal identification, 

relationships, dangers, regulations, and uses; conservation, preservation, and pollution; water movement and 

characteristics, shore, bottom and surface conditions; and diving locations. 

 Applied Sciences: A review and continuation of the  material covered in a basic SCUBA course.  Included are physics,     

physiology, medical aspects, fitness, and hazards.  Emphasis is placed on the applied aspects so that the diver is able to 

perform diving skills and tasks involving buoyancy control, pressure changes, air consumption and personal limitations. 

 Diving Equipment:  Reviews and expands upon the Basic SCUBA course by covering the care of equipment, detailed          

functioning, specialized gear and application, plus additional gear to be used in the Advanced SCUBA Diver Course. 

 Decompression and Recompression Theory:  Familiarizes the diver with the problems, planning, concepts, methods, 

and equipment involved in this type of diving.  The diver acquires a thorough knowledge of the dive tables.  Deep diving 

is defined as any dive made between 60 and 130 feet. 

 Emergency Procedure & Rescue:  This  covers rescue,  first aid, and  emergency procedures  as applied to diving in 

open water.  Underwater communications, orientation, and navigation, the environment, dive planning and safety 

measures, including the benefits of emergency oxygen  first aid.   First aid  includes  the  definition,  types,  causes,  

prevention,  symptoms   and care of shock,  wounds,  drowning,  heart  attack,   fractures,   sunburn,  overheating   and   

sea sickness.   Lifesaving  includes problems,  possible  situations,   rescues, assists,  carries, and artificial respiration. 

Classes:   In  addition  to the above areas of training, students in  the SCUBA  III course will continue with  marine science 

projects such as  those listed in the SCUBA II curriculum. 

Certification:  Upon passing a written test and completing all dives to the satisfaction of the instructor, the camper will 

receive an Advanced Open Water SCUBA Diver certification from NAUI. 

SCUBA III - Advanced Open Water Diver 
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SCUBA IV - Advanced Marine Investigations 

SCUBA IV is designed to give the camper experience in conducting underwater marine     

research. Under the guidance of a qualified  marine science instructor, students do all the 

planning, execution and evaluation of the project undertaken. The specific research 

projects conducted depend on the scientific needs and/or interests of the camp, students, 

and Instructors. 
 

Prerequisites:  This course is open to campers 15 years and older 

who have satisfactorily completed two SCUBA II courses or the 

SCUBA III course.  First time Seacamp campers may only enter this 

course by presenting to the SCUBA Director their SCUBA 

certification card(s) and a dive log of at least 16 open water dives. 

They must also pass the Seacamp Swim Test and a skin and SCUBA 

check-out to the satisfaction of the instructor.  There must be a 

minimum of four students enrolled before this class will be offered.  

Preference will be given to previous campers. 
 

Required Course Materials:  A log book, dive tables, certification card, and slate are 

required. Campers that do not bring their certification cards and log books with them will 

not be allowed to take SCUBA until proof of experience is provided.  Dive tables and slates 

may be purchased at our Ship’s Store.   
 

SCUBA Diving Insurance:  We require all campers participating in our SCUBA program 

to carry additional dive insurance coverage. See Equipment/Insurance section for 

additional information.  
 

Schedule:  Participation in SCUBA IV is a significant time commitment for campers.  One 

3-hour period each day involves a lecture of course material or a training dive.  Campers 

must be dedicated to participating in the research as well as completing a research paper 

on the topic. 

 

Sample Project:  Coral Reef Study (near Big Pine Key, FL) - Coral reefs are threatened 

around the globe and face challenges from changing water temperatures, disease and 

human impacts.  Seacamp SCUBA IV campers have examined inshore corals for several 

decades to document coral cover using transects, quadrats and photography.  Campers will 

learn to identify local coral species and common coral diseases and will document percent 

cover of coral in a designated area.  
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